lHouston off1c1al cot
vmlatmns found in

By couucu. MEMBER TONI I.AWREN(‘;E‘
CROSS our city, there are  approximately

1,200 wvans, trailers and carts serving

.various food items on street corners.and
parkmg lots. The Houston Department of Health
and Human Services licenses and regulates mo-

bile food vendors to protect the health and safefy

of their customers. State law requires mobile food
vendors to follow basic food preparation prac-
tices, meet sanitary standards.and ;
,censed commxssary for cleamng every 4 hours of
operation. ;

Over the last few months, my ofﬁce has re-
ceived numerous calls regarding the unsanitary
op’eranon of several ‘mobile - food vendors
throughout District A. We referred these con-

,ordmances, regulatlons and codes. k :
On May 3, DRT Sgts. Hank Hernandez and
* David De Los Santos accompanied mty ‘healthin-:

- sisted the inspectors with the difficult task of lo-

-~ gerns:and complamts ‘t0the cxty s Consumer -
: Health Services Bnreau ami 10 the Houston Pcﬁhce; 1

spectors on a district-wide inspection 6f mol
food vendor operations. Because of the spc
movement of the vendors, the DRT" offic

catmg many of the units. Unfortunately, 13 of the
27-units, almost half of the units inspected, were
immediately ‘shut down because of :severe viola-
tions of the health code. An additional 25 cita-
tions were issued, and several others recexved
only averbal warning.

Several businesses were cited for failing to re-
turn to the commissary, one was charged with
fraudulently displaying a commissary receipt and
another had cockroaches, The Chronicle’s May 14

were ,sposmg of grease mto the
storm sewer system. This is a

serious issue that adds to

_ Houston’s drainage problem.

editorial (“Upward mobility / Taco vendors are

hard workers and assets to Houston — aslongas -

they observe the law. ) conceded that some of the
vehicles no longer fhiad wheels, making it impos-
sibleto return to a commissary for required daily
sanitizing as required by law. i

Other issues discovered during the inspection
included improperly connected propane tanks,
which violate the fire code and present ahazard to

not allow grease to clog our storm water runoff.

Many businesses in Houston begin with oneor
two people-and adream. This is exactly the entre-
preneurial spirit that has made Houston the can-
do city of oppOrtunity it has become. If you play
by the rules and workhard, this commumty em-

: braces your efforts

Lawrence represents Dlstnct A on Houston Clty
Counczl .



